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Editorial

“Well it is comforting to think that in spite of the
“economic situation” we can still keep our heads
above water; and thanks to the continued support
and generosity of members have our annual Reunion.
Last year we had a dinner which was a very jolly
affair but not very well attended, let’s hope that the
luncheon which we hope to have this year will draw
a bigger crowd. To be able to have this News-Letter
annually is also something to be thankful for in these
days of paper shortage, etc., ete, and I am anxious
that it should be as full as possible, and hope that
members will write to me, and send me any sugges-
tions they may care to make for future numbers.

It was more like old times to have our President
Miss Nicholson and our Vice-President Miss Hamil-
ton with us at the dinner. Readers will be sorry: to
hear that poor Miss Hamilton is in hospital, but she
is getting on very well and her bronchitis is almost
cured; when I saw her the other day she was very
cheerful and quite amused by her surroundings: she
gave me this message for all her many Royaumont
friends.

“This is the first season’s greeting I have been
able to send to anyone as I was hurried off to
hospital about ten days before Christmas and at
only an hour or two’s notice. Treatment con-
sists principally of doing nothing—which seems
to be quite successful. My good wishes to every-
body sent via Mackay who has kindly looked in
on me. Cicely Hamilton.”

We are most grateful to Kennedy (Mrs. Clements),
Jackson, Miss W. “Little Manson” (Mrs. Fal-
coner), Miss Nicholson and Dr. Savill for donations
to the Royaumont fund last year, and also to many

other members who sent more than their actual sub- -

scription. May we also take this opportunity of con-
gratulating Carter (Mrs. R. P. Hills) upon her
husband’s knighthood in the New Year’s Honours
List, and at the same time thank her for her careful
and conscientious work as our Hon. Treasurer which
we all greatly appreciate. Many members will be
interested to read Thorne’s account of her visit to
Royaumont where she saw the Plaque commemorat-
ing our sojourn there, and it has been suggested that
it would be very nice to have a photograph of it,
which we might be able to have reproduced in the
next News-Letter. If any of our members or their
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friends are planning to visit the Abbaye next summer
perhaps they could get a snapshot of it for us?
Smieton tried to get the Kodak people in Paris to
do this but it was not feasible, but a small snapshot
if clear could be enlarged, and would greatly interest
overseas readers and others .who ‘cannot go and see
it for themselves.

In conclusion here’s wishing you all a very happy
New Year and lots of merry meetings.

~Letter from our President

Upalong,
Lustleigh,
- South Devon,
December 18, 1951.
My Dear Friends,

It was nice seeing so many of the old—I will not
say ugly as someone else did—faces at the dinner in
October. I really don’t think there has been much
change in most people. Some fatter, some thinner,
some grey, others, such as Miller, exactly the same.
Buckley and 1 were the only representatives of the
doctoresses. 1 hope more will come next year.
Everything was well organised by our dinner secre-
taries aided by Smieton and Salway. By the way I
don’t believe we ever thanked them properly for all
their work. It is such a crazy business to fix up a
dinner nowadays. No one seems to want us and the
Committee have much trouble in finding a suitable
place and in knowing what time of day suits our
members. Smieton, for instance, has been a most
wonderful help ta the Association, first as Secretary
and now as Chairman, She has taken endless pains
to keep the unit together and has succeeded most
definitely. I feel we all owe her a great deal of
gratitude.

Salway is now an able successor, and I would like
to thank her too.

We had the pleasure of a visit from Smieton and
her husband in October. They were staying in Chag-
ford, near here, and came over for an afternoon.
Smieton, as well as being a good organiser, I now
find is a most knowledgeable gardener, and so is
Sir Harold. We picked their brains and learnt a
lot.

Another visitor was Miller in August. She did
numerous jobs of all sorts except gardening, which
she hates. One of her most useful acts was to teach
our new puppy to retrieve in French. At the com-
mand “un, deux, trois” he drops the ball instead
of gnawing it. There is not much excitement here
but Miller struck a good month as we had the annual
horticultural show and gymkhana on Bank holiday—
Bertram Mills circus at Torquay—a Conservative
Féte with Dr. Charles Hill as speaker near Totnes,
and the Church Féte in aid of roof damage due to the
death head beetle, Deluges of rain rather marred

them all except the circus. It has been a disappoint-
ing year horticulturally. No apples at all after a
bumper crop last year. Strawberries abundant, but
ruined by the drought—in early July-—the later fruits
and flowers ruined by the rain, but such is country
life. We much enjoyed Thorne’s account of her visit
to Royaumont and her inspection of the Plaque which
we put up with the help of Anderson (Petitpierre)
who wrote such wonderful letters in French to Mon-
sieur Gouin and others. Probably those of the Unit
who are lucky enough to visit France will go and
see it. .

I hope to see you all again and more at our next
Reunion in October, 1952,

Yours affectionately,
RUTH NICHOLSON.

. Letters to the Editor

Thorne sends the following interesting account of
her recent visit to Royaumont:—

Last May my husband and I——after spending a
weekend at - Senlis—motored to Royaumont on our
way to Rouen. Arrived at the lodge we were told
Monday was not a visiting day but when I explained
1 was an old Scottish woman the Concierge said we
could walk round the grounds, and I was glad to see
how well they were kept. I went into the entrance
hall and on the right of the archway opposite, lead-
ing to the cloisters, saw the Plaque. It struck one
as being admirable in design and perfectly suited
to its setting in the hall. 1 feel all those who had,
first the idea, then the designing and arranging of it
are much to be congratulated and thanked. We
were greeted, on our return to the car, by three
young women who claimed connection with the

Dames Ecossaises as daughter and nieces of the.

frotteuses—and were shown some old faded snap-
shots—mostly of the kitchen. It is nice to think the
Plaque remains as a permanent record of the Scottish
women after the personal touch dies out.

From Churchill comes this interesting link-up with
a former patient:—

Mackay thought it might interest some of the early
Royaumontites to hear of ?Lieut. Jean Wadding-
ton who came to Royaumont as our first officer
patient in 1915,

He caused a great flutter in the dove-cot when he
arrived, though his only casualty was a sprained
ankle, but many little orderlies willingly rushed up
and down stairs with trays for him.

Strangely enough his young sister (who also came
to Royaumont with her mother to “inspect” it, to
see if it were a proper place for the beloved Jean
to be nursed in) married a distant cousin of.mine.

.

R
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We were staying with them this summer in

Normandy. -

They showed us photographs of Jean as we knew
him, looking very handsome, some I think taken at
Royaumont., FHe has had very bad luck as he later
developed poliomyelitis and had to leave the cavalry,
and in the end the army, and is now living in
America. 1 am sure “The Little Taxi Girl”
(MacGregor) will remember him, he says that he
remembers us! :

Kingsmuir Hall,
Peebles.
January 6, 1952.
Dear Mackay,

1 am, as you may have realised, a very bad corre-
spondent, and in consequence do not keep ‘in touch
as I should.with my friends, though I am delighted
if they will look me up if they are in my neighbour-
hood and am always interested to have news of them.
Besides Lucien, whom I saw when I was south in
the spring, I think the only other member whom 1
have met was Stables, who was showing some of her
rabbits at our fur show. She was doing very well
with them, and has now gone in for Samoyeds. She
told me that she had gone to get a Pekinese and
came back with a Samoyed puppy instead, so she is
going to breed them as a side-line to her rabbits.
1 suppose you saw the notice of the death of Gillies-
Smith last month. I_ remember that she was at
Royaumont when I first went out.

My sister and I are still looking for a smaller
house and run round the country looking at any
that are for sale. Some of the old manses would
make charming places, but they are either at the
back of beyond or require so much doing to them
that I doubt if we'd ever get the necessary permits.

So here we stay. In July we went to Inverness for

the Sheep Dog Trials, and also to run in the new
Vanguard. The country was looking so lovely that
we again went north in September taking my sister
from London to see it, but alas the weather was
not kind and we had deluging rain the greater part
of the trip.

Miller wrote me lately suggesting that we have a
Reunion in Edinburgh in the summer. I shall be
very glad to. do what I can to arrange it if I hear
from any of the members that they would like -it.
But they must let' me know what they feel about
it, and soon, as arrangements have to be made so
early for these affairs.

1 did not get to London in time for the Dinner as
my plans depended on my sister and she didn’t want

hear it was a great success.

If I hear any further news I will write you again.
later we discussed where we could have our next

Meantime best wishes for 1952.
Yours ever,
RAMSAY.
. Note—We are very sorry to hear of the death of
Gillies-Smith. Many readers will remember her in

the early Royaumont days. Like the Robin. she came
from North Berwick, and on account of her hard and
conscientious work was a great favourite with the
Sisters. She had a great sense of humour and her
actual melancholy when things looked grim cheered
us up a lot, and she would end by laughing, tos, more
often than not.—(Editor.)

The London Reunion

The Annual General Meeting and the Dinner were
held at the Forum Club by arrangement with Salway,

on Friday, October 5. Unfortunately there were only -

twenty-five of us and Dr. Duval who came with Miss
Nicholson. After a very good dinner, throughout
which we managed to make a lot of noise, we
adjourned upstairs where we. held the meeting. The
most interesting part of this was taken up discussing
the Plague to commemorate our work which has now
been put up in the Abbaye. Thorne, who had seen
it, gave us a most interesting account, a resumé of
which is printed on page 2 of this number. We
then listened to the reports about our financial posi-
tion, etc., after which the Committee was re-elected
en bloc. .

Those present at the dinner were: Miss Nicholson,
Miss Hamilton, Smieton, Buckley, Sister Adam Butler,
Carter, Churchill, Collum, Howard-Smith, Large,
Miller, Middleton, Merylees, Macpherson, Mackay,
Oliver, Richmond, Tollit, Thorne, Tozer, Salway,
Simonsen, Stewart and Young.

Telegrams wishing us good luck and a happy even-
ing were received from Rolt, Macleod and Morgan.
Apologies and regrets, other than those mentioned
elsewhere, were received from Dr. Savill, who up to
the last moment hoped to be able to come, Jackson,
who kindly sent us the price of her dinner ticket
towards our expenses, Banks, Burrard, Bunyan,
Cannon, Wilson, Dow, Macfie and Lady Tew (Sister
Houston).

After putting the matter to a vote the meeting

" voted in favour of a luncheon next time by eleven
_votes against two votes for a tea and three for a
" dinner, while ten voted to have the Reunion on a

to back to Lond ti xt week. ! .
go @ o London Ull the next week ’Bu.t ! . Friday against nine for a Saturday.

At our Executive Committee meeting some weeks

Reunion and members were asked to look round for
a suitable place. So far the only suggestions that
have reached me come from Young. She says that
at Derry and Toms, Kensington High Street, we
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- could have a three-course lunch, coffee included; for
7s. 6d. per head, which includes. the use of a Jarge
room with armchairs,- etc.,, where we .could have our
meeting and talk afterwards. Her -other.suggestion
is the Ivanhoe Hotel, where the terms would be the
same as at Derry and Toms. '

Further suggestions will be gratefully recelved by
Smieton or any other of our office-bearers—EpiTos.

Reports and Accounts

Secretary'é Report

Since the last News-Letter the Committee has met
twice, on.March 20 and July 6, both meetings bemg
well attended

Thanks to Simonsen, Carter and Salway, there
were no expenses to the Committee on account of
teas or hire of rooms. Most of the year has been
spent in collecting for  the. Plaque that:.Woodhall
suggested last year should be erected at Royaumont.
With the collaboration of Monsieur Henri Gouin the
Plaque has now been installed at the entrance of the
Abbaye. Thorne, who has seen it, reports that it
looks very well, and that the work has been efficiently
done.

Special thanks must be. given . to Anderson
(Madame Petitpierre), who undertook, at her own
expense, all the correspondence with M. Henri
Gouin and M. Bernard Roy, the curator who drew
up the inscription for the Plague.

It is a pity that more did not attend the Annual
Dinner this year. Where were all the London

_Hon. Treasurer’s Statement of Accounts for Year ending December 31, 1951

Credit £ s d

Balance in hand, January I, 1951 ... ... 6613 4
P. O. Interest, January 18, 1950 to

- January 18, 1951 ... 11111

Subscriptions 18 1 0

* Donations . 6.7 0

Donations to cost of Plaque 4 7 6

£97 0 9

members? It has been decided that next year a

luncheon should be held on a Friday. .
SALWAY,

Debit £ s d

Eastern Press, Ltd, News-Letter 21 1 9

Stamps ... 15 0

2 Receipt Books 1 6

News-Letter Envelopes 214 7

Balance in hand, December 31, 1951 72 711

£97 0 9

ANGELA HILLS, Hon. Tfeasurer.

Hon. Treasurer's Note

The Credit Total of £97 0s. 9d. includes future subscriptions paid in advance, amounting to £16 8s. 4d.

Royaumont Dinner Account, November, 1951

£ s d
1 58 0

Debit )
24/8/51 Collum stamps and book of stamps
29/8/51 Cheque for printer’s account and
postage 1 0 3
12/10/51 Cheque to Salway for Forum

account, 28 dinners 17 10 0
Balance ... 4 15 11
£24°11 2

Em———

. 10/10/51 Cash received Collum left from .
stamps RN e e e 26

Credit
Balance Per Pass Sheet 24/8/51 8
29/9/51 Cheque . 0
Cash own ticket . 9 0
2/10/51 Cheques and POs 0
6/10/51 2 dinners, cash 0

Credit owing from Forum for 2 Dinners
per Salway . ... .. 1 6 0

SIMONSEN.

(952
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The Secretary for the Emergency Loan Fund
reported -at the General Meeting that no calls had
‘been made on the Fund in 1950 or 1951, and that
the balance stood at £341 12s. 3d.

R. MIDDLETON.

From Far and Near

{Including messages from those unable to be
present at the Royaumont Dinner)

Anderson, A. L. (Middleton), writes: “The news
of Andy is that she is still in Mauritius with her
sister, Lady Blood, but has booked a passage to
return early in the new Year to her flat at Bude,
Cornwall.”

" Mrs. Alison. We have had no news of her for a

long time. Do any readers know if she has settled
in South Africa? .

Banks (Mrs. Simmonds) writes: “I am so sorry not
to be able to come. I do hope the Reunion will be
a great success and that you will have a large turn-
out. Kind regards to any who may remember me
and good wishes for a very enjoyable evening.”

Barclay (Mrs. Golding), writing in September, said :
“I want to go to France once more, and am flirting
with the idea of going home next year. If air fares
-don’t rise too tremendously I think I shall go. I
love Rhodesia, but it is terribly far from anywhere
that matters. I have just returned from Roger and
Elizabeth (her daughter and son-in-law). The baby
is sweet—an enchanting intelligent brat.. They are
coming to live within 90 miles of me.next month.”

Brock, who sent greetings “to all my Royaumont
friends” but who could not come to the dinner, is
always busy. She has a new motor bike, is a very
good cook and is most helpful to Miss Hamilton who
never bothers to cook properly for herself.

Sister Bedwell, we are sorry to hear, has been
on the sick list for a long time and we send her our
best wishes for a speedy recovery.—[Epiror.]

Bruce, L. H. M., writes: “TI am afraid I've got
rather out of touch with Royaumont activities as
I never manage to come to any of the Reunions,
living so far away. Iona is my home but I spend
the winter in Edinburgh with my sister. I hope one
of these days I shall manage to get to one of your
gatherings.”

And writing to Miller in December : T’ve been
to the ends of the earth, to Japan via Canada, return-

ing by Siam and India—so it is round the world -
" that I have been. I

I was very taken with Japan and its people—the
beautiful woodlands and gardens and temples. They
certainly have a gift for creating in beauty. I had

.a press interview in which I told them of Iona and

Columba, and I expect well have some of them
coming to visit our island now.

Siam was really hot, electric fans going and mos-
quitoes biting. Luckily I had a summer frock, sun
hat and canvas shoes with me. When suitably clad
I found the climate pleasant.

In Delhi it was lovely by day and the nights were
cool. I went to.Agra and saw the Taj Mahal, a
really beautiful and impressive sight. I flew back
from Delhi via XKarachi, Basra, Beirut and Rome.
We had part of a night and breakfast in Rome, and

~ Oh, the joy of drinking European tea with fresh

milk in it after the Eastern brews.

In most places I stayed in the Y.W.C.A. as it was
cheaper. Sometimes it meant sharing a room, but
my room companions were pleasant people.

In Japan I stayed in a Buddhist Temple and a
Shinto Shrine as well as with Christian missionaries.
10,000 U.S.A. soldiers have married Japanese wives,
and one I met is so keen on Japan he doesn’t want
to go back to the States.

In Canada I was with my own kinsfolk, my old
aunt of 86, such a dear and so pleased that I came,
and many cousins, only some of whom I had met
when they were over here. It was a very happy visit
and I felt as if I’d known them for years when I
left.

1 saw Marjorie Robinson and Tippy before return-
ing to Scotland and I told them of my adventures.
1 felt it was now or never to embark on the adven-
ture, and as the Government had paid me cash for
shares they’d nationalised, I decided to use it so and
get the good of it.

With best of good wishes for a very happy New
Year.

Yours ever,

LUCY BRUCE.

Collum would be glad if any Royaumont member
who has old copies of the Royauwmont News-Letter
between February, 1982 and May, 1933 would kindly
let her know—as these numbers are missing. from her
Ro&'aumont files !

Granage (Mrs. Costa). Does anyone knbw her
address? The INews-Letier was sent back from .the
bank in South Africa last year.—[Epirtor.].
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Dr. Dobbin writes: “I am sorry I cannot be with
you in the flesh, being still somewhat weak. If it
* had been a luncheon or a tea party I might have
chanced it. I hope youwll have a good party.”

We are sorry to hear Dr. Dobbin has been ill and
send her our. best wishes. for a speedy recovery———
[EprToR.]

Miss Estcourt Oswald (Nancy) writes: “1-was
very sorry not to come to the Reunion. I am very fit
in' my general health but I have got arthritis in my
right foot which makes it difficult to get about. All
good wishes.”

Findlay (Mrs. Mitchell) writes: “I never see any
of the Royaumontites as I have been so busy since
coming here, . I have'been Hon. Secretary of S.S.A.F.A.
Now I am a J.P. I have a lovely grandson aged
19 months. My young cub Hamish is in the forces
and has applied for a permanent commission.”

Goss (Mrs. Harper) writes: “I am still very busy
doing local government work and have been a member
of Alsager’s U.D.C. for 12 years, and chairman of the
Building and Housing Committee now, so it is very
interesting work. Wilmot (Mrs. Smith) came to stay
with us. One of her sons is married and the other, my
godson, is in the Marines and lately he visited Royau-
mont and was shown round the Abbaye by a guide
who told him about our occupation of the place in
the first World War.”

Dr. Hancock (Mrs. Barfett) writes: “I am sorry
I cannot attend the dinner as T am in hospital with
a compound fracture of both bones of my leg”
Later she wrote saying she was getting on well but
as she “ had been laid up for 5 weeks ” she was getting
very tired of it. Dr. Hancock hopes to come to the
next Reunion and sent best wishes “for a good
attendance and a jolly time?”

We in our turn send her our sympathy and hope
to see her next year.

Kennedy (Mrs. Clements), writing to Carter says:
“I want to tell you how much I enjoy receiving the
News-Letter. 1 enclose a cheque as I notice that the
cost of producing the News-Letter has risen. I send
it to commemorate the memory of my friend Marjorie
Newton. I had read the announcement of her death
in The Times and was glad to read about her lovely
life in the News-Letter. We used to walk and ecycle
round. the country at Royaumont. I am pleased that
the Plaque has been placed in the Abbaye. Edie
Crowther “little MacNaughton” was in Bermuda for
two months and we had many pleasant meetings. . . .
I am sorry I never get to the Reunions; they aru
always at the wrong time for me.”

Miss Loudon (the Robin). . Writing on her behalf
her companion says: ‘“Miss Loudon was so very
pleased to hear you all had a nice Reunion. How
she wishes she was younger, so that she too could
meet her kind friends again in London”” “Miss
Loudon,” the letter continues, “will be eighty-three
in February, but keeps fairly well and on dry days
gets round her lovely garden and is still able to go
to a film once a week which she thoroughly enjoys.”

" We are delighted to hear such good accounts of
one of our most faithful and generous old comrades,
and send her our best wishes—[Eprror.]

) .

Macgregor (Mrs. Hallam), writing in October
said: “Sorry not to have written before—but I've
been a crock since the 14th of September when I had
an accident, riding—and was in hospital with a query
broken back (sounds marvellous but really it’s not
as bad as it sounds, as the two cracked vertebraz
proved to be old ones) for four days, when- they
got tired of me and threw me out on parole for a
week to see if a straight (or is it strait) jacket was
necessary. However, having now. decided no new
bones were broken, I'm at large again but can’t make
the 5th—though I see I am late anyhow—much as I
should have liked to see all the ugly old faces agam
Best of good wishes to you all

Mcl.eod writes “travelling is not so easy. these
days and in addition to expense, it seems to be some-
what dangerous. I hope you all have a very happy
Reunion. Remember me to those whom I know. As
for myself I am kept busy  with work for the

Victoria League; I deal especially with the corre- .

spondence section. The work is extremely interesting
but very strenuous. It has developed rapidly within
the past year as a magazine section has now been
linked with the correspondence scheme.”

If any of the Royaumont members in the outposts
of the Empire would like to have some Scottish
papers, or magazines—free of charge of course—I
shall be pleased to have them sent out. We are
fortunate in having as Chairman of the Victoria
League Council in Scotland, General Sir Gordon
MacMillan, G.0.C. Scottish Command. He is .also
Chairman of the Glasgow Branch. ... I have Xmas
cards from many of our Association which shows
that the Royaumont flame is not dying out.”

Main (Mrs. T. D. Breakéy) is out in Washington,
D.C., U.S.A.; her husband is in .command of the
British Joint Services Mission Air Force Staffs.

Dr. Martland writes: “I am so glad there is to be
a Royaumont Dinner this year, but very sad that
the date just can’t be made to fit in with my weekly
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time table: T am still practising as a pathologist and
Friday afternoon is about the one engagement I
couldn’t get up from Salisbury in time for anything
but the last ten minutes of the Reunion, if that—
so my best wishes for the evening and greetings to all
fellow veterans.” - :

Miller, writing to Carter, says: “Betty and I
arrived back in ‘bonny Scotland’ on Friday by bus.
As usual T had a most enjoyable week in London. . . .
I enjoyed the Reunion very much, it was jolly seeing
and speaking to old friends again. . . . Oliver has
got an attractive little house in South Kensington.
I had tea with her there one afternoon and met
Yolande Campora.”

Moor, M. wrote that she was “awfully sorry I
can’t come to the Reunion—I am so overworked this
week I do not know what to do with myself.”

Morgan, who was unable to come to the Dinner,

is now much better and at home after a spell in hos- .

pital and convalescent home. Macfie (also unable to
be at the Reunion) and I visited her once or twice and
she was always very cheerful. It is due to her kind
gift of £5 two years ago, to which an anonymous
member added £1, that our Dinner tickets were able
to be kept at 9s.—[Epiror.]

Percival, we are sorry to hear, has had a bad
spell in hospital, but is now with her sister-in-law
(Allan) enjoying the country. We send her our best
wishes and hope to see her at our next Reunion.

Sister Pickard, writing from her home in Harro-
gate, says the card re the Reunion is always sent to
her former address and as it is on a card she does
not always receive it on time. Her correct address is
in the list of members, 1950. She also writes: “I am
rather busy with social work here just now, ¢ Painted
Fabrics’. They are very beautiful and are all made
by the Disabled Soldiers and Sailors Headquarters
at Sheffield. On September 7th there will be a display
at the Cairn Hydro, Harrogate. .I am on the Com-
mittee for the Harrogate Branch, Royal College of
Nursing, so it is keeping me on my toes, and also I
am buying a house here. I have sold the family home
at West Leeds where I lived with my family when I
was working in Leeds, maternity child welfare, for
21 years. 1 retired from that seven years ago.”

Congratulations, Sister Pickard, on doing such
useful work. We hope to see you at our next
Reubhion.—[Eb1tor.] : '

Sister Rose-Morris, now on her way to California,
writes: “I am delighted the Dinner was so jolly,
should love to have been amongst you all again.”

Dr. Stein, writing to Carter, -says: “I. have
perused the Royawmont News-Letter with my usual
interest and pleasure. I enjoyed the Scottish Tea
Party and as a sequel went to Glasgow to see the
Villers-Cotterets film, an atrociously bad one but the
only film record in existence of the Scottish Women’s
Hospitals. I happened to be at Villers-Cotterets when
it was taken and played a modest part as a stretcher-
bearer. The Medical Women’s Federation in Edin-
burgh sent a deputation to see it, and a committee
was formed to undertake the preservation of the film,
or rather to refilm it as the original is almost in
shreds. As a historical document great importance is

attached to it. . It was taken in December, 1917-

January, 1918.”

Wilson, we are sorry to hear, has been laid up
with bronchitis for five weeks. We wish her a speedy
recovery and hope to see her at the next Reunion.

Williams (Lady Smyth) is enjoying her new home
at Portland, Australia. Her younger son, Dacre, has
just got engaged. He is in the Australian Navy and
his fiancée is the daughter of a naval man and belongs
to a well-known  Australian family, Many old
Royaumontites would love to see Williams again.
She says she might come back some day, so here’s
hoping.

Woodall was out of town so could not come to
the Dinner, but sent a message to say how pleased
she was that her suggestion about putting up a plaque
in the Abbaye has been carried out. )

Poem

Sometimes when I think of Royaumont

I can almost hear it call.

The noise and the bustle, the silence and care
And plenty of work for us all

The patients are gone, the staff is departed,
And nothing is left of the four years of strife.’
But to those who were there, and often remember
“ Royaumont ” will last all the days of their life.

By W. Jacksox.
(Orderly, Oct.,, 1918—Feb., 1919.)







