
Medical Scavenger Hunt 
CODE BREAKERS

Physicians often used a code when writing about their patients, it was a way to keep what 
patients would tell their doctor safe from prying eyes. Here is an example of a student taking 
notes during a class at The Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh.

Using the clues provided, you will navigate the Remote & Rural Remedies website to find the 
letters that represent the corresponding symbol. Once you have the alphabet, you will be in 
charge of deciphering the code to reveal the message below. It will fit perfectly in the template 
below. 

Created by the Heritage Department at
The Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh
Scotland’s Oldest Medical Library



h = ____
q = ____ 

u = ____ 
I = ____ 
c = ____ 
k = ____ 
b = ___ 
r = ____ 

o = ____ 
w = ____ 
n = ____ 
f = ____ 
x = ____ 
j = ____ 
m = ____ 
p = ____ 
s = ____ 
v = ____ 
t = ____ 
e = ____ 
l = ____ 
a = ____ 
z = _Z__ 
y = ____ 

d = ____ 
g = ____

The 6th letter of the 5th word in question #4.  Click Here
The 1st letter of the 5th word in the answer to question #5.  Click Here
The 1st letter of the 6th word in the 2nd “Explanatory Note” Click Here
The 1st letter of the 3rd word in the answer to question #5. Click Here
The 8th letter of the 3rd word in the answer to question #3. Click Here
The 4th letter of the 5th word in the 10th line of the answer to question #6. Click Here
The 5th letter in the surname of the doctor who wrote the survey. Click Here
The 1st letter of the 1st word of the answer to question #3. Click Here
The 2nd letter of the 6th word of the answer to question #5. Click Here
The 3rd letter of the 3rd word in the subheading “Old Poor…” Poverty and the Clearances. Click Here
The 3rd letter of the 4th word in the answer to question #3. Click Here
The 3rd letter of the last word in the answer to question #8. Click Here
The 2nd letter of the last word in the 3rd line of the answer to question #5. Click Here
The 1st letter of the first name of the first doctor listed in the answer to question #2. Click Here
The 1st letter of the 4th word in the answer to question #5. Click Here
The last letter of the 3rd word in the answer to question #7 Click Here
The 1st letter of the second word that was the term for a group of women who were not allowed to qualify as doctors, but later fought to change the system to allow 
future women to become physicians. “Women in Medicine” Click Here

The 1st letter of the 3 word in the second line of the answer to question #4. Click Here
The 1st letter of the 1st word In the answer to question #1. Click Here
The 6th letter of the parish named in the answer to question #4. Click Here
The last letter of the town where the doctor lived. The town is listed below the doctor’s name. Click Here
The third word in the answer to question #2. Click Here
This is the symbol for letter “Z” No clue needed. 
The last letter in the third word of the answer to question #4. Click Here
The 6th letter in the last word of the answer to question #3. Click Here
The 4th letter of the second to last word on the page. Click Here

https://www.rcpe.ac.uk/remoteandruralremedies/db/HISP0224_0225.html
https://www.rcpe.ac.uk/remoteandruralremedies/db/HISD0514-0515.html
https://www.rcpe.ac.uk/remoteandruralremedies/db/HISP0104_0105.html
https://www.rcpe.ac.uk/remoteandruralremedies/db/HISD0599-0600.html
https://www.rcpe.ac.uk/remoteandruralremedies/db/HISD0502-0503.html
https://www.rcpe.ac.uk/remoteandruralremedies/db/HISD0595-0596.html
https://www.rcpe.ac.uk/remoteandruralremedies/db/HISD0516-0517.html
https://www.rcpe.ac.uk/remoteandruralremedies/db/HISD0583-0584.html
https://www.rcpe.ac.uk/remoteandruralremedies/db/HISP0369-0370.html
https://www.rcpe.ac.uk/remoteandruralremedies/activities/blogs/povertyandtheclearances.html
https://www.rcpe.ac.uk/remoteandruralremedies/db/HISD0542-0543.html
https://www.rcpe.ac.uk/remoteandruralremedies/db/HISP0369-0370.html
https://www.rcpe.ac.uk/remoteandruralremedies/db/HISP0182_0183.html
https://www.rcpe.ac.uk/remoteandruralremedies/db/HISP0351_0352.html
https://www.rcpe.ac.uk/remoteandruralremedies/db/HISP0361-0362.html
https://www.rcpe.ac.uk/remoteandruralremedies/db/HISD0524-0525.html
https://www.rcpe.ac.uk/remoteandruralremedies/activities/blogs/femalemedicalpractitioners.html
https://www.rcpe.ac.uk/remoteandruralremedies/db/HISD0510-0511.html
https://www.rcpe.ac.uk/remoteandruralremedies/db/HISD0526-0527.html
https://www.rcpe.ac.uk/remoteandruralremedies/db/HISD0504-0505.html
https://www.rcpe.ac.uk/remoteandruralremedies/db/HISD0587-0588.html
https://www.rcpe.ac.uk/remoteandruralremedies/db/HISD0536-0537.html
https://www.rcpe.ac.uk/remoteandruralremedies/db/HISD0574-0575.html
https://www.rcpe.ac.uk/remoteandruralremedies/db/HISD0593-0594.html
https://www.rcpe.ac.uk/remoteandruralremedies/db/HISD0556-0557.html


WRITE THE 

TRANSLATED 

MESSAGE HERE

THIS IS THE CODED 
MESSAGE

Farewell to the highlands  
farewell to the north the 
 birthplace of valour the  
country of worth wherever I  
wander wherever I rove the  
hills of the Highlands  
forever Ill love 

Robert Burns



ANSWER KEY


