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uunnkknnoowwnn––11772222))

In spite of being a Fellow and later
President (1719–1722) in those
early and highly charged years of the
College, we know little about James
Forrest, though he is mentioned
many times in Peel-Ritchie’s The Early
Years of the College of Physicians of
Edinburgh. Whether or not he was a
follower of Stevensone and Pitcairne
or the Sibbald faction is not clear
from the Minutes, the latter being
more likely.

We know that like many of the
founders of the College he qualified
in Leiden, in his case in June 1691, ten
years after the College’s founding. In
that same year, even before he was a
Licentiate or Fellow, he delivered
one of the annual lectures that
brought fame to the fledgling
College. His subject was de mensibus
vitiosis – menstrual problems.

Where he worked is unknown, but
in November 1696 he applied to be
a Licentiate of the College and
successfully passed the three-part
examination. By 1702 he must have
become a Fellow because he was
himself appointed as an examiner.

Next we read of him being appointed
with two others to decide whether a
man could be awarded an MD from
the University of Edinburgh when it
did not yet have a Faculty of
Medicine. His next appointment was
to work with others to produce a
College Pharmacopoeia – one of the
great achievements of the College’s
early years.

He died early in 1722 while still in
office as President, but curiously his
death is not mentioned in the
Minutes.

Derek Doyle
Obituaries Editor, The Journal RCPE
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MRCP PART 2 WRITTEN COURSE

A three-day exam-orientated revision course covering
many aspects of clinical medicine relevant to the
Membership Exam. Fee: £400

Tel: 0131 247 3649; Fax: 0131 220 4393 
Email a.fairbairn@rcpe.ac.uk

11 and 12 February 2008

ETHICS & COMMUNICATION
SKILLS COURSE

Aimed at trainee Paediatricians preparing for
MRCPCH 
Lectures, Real Life Scenarios 
Fee: £300  Places limited

Tel: 0131 247 3607; Fax: 0131 220 4393;
Email c.gray@rcpe.ac.uk

Exam Preparation Courses
Please Advise your Trainee Colleagues


